


















 

 

April 10, 2018 
 
Freehold Township Planning Board 
℅ Danielle B. Sims, Administrative Officer 
Freehold Township 
1 Municipal Plaza 
Freehold, New Jersey 07728 
 
RE: Capital Project Review #897-18 
 Planner’s Review Letter 

Freehold Borough - Lake Topanemus Pedestrian Bridge 
Pond Road 

 Block 10, Lots 1.01 & 2  
 R-120 Residential Zone 
 
Dear Chairman and Members of the Board: 
 
We have reviewed the above-referenced development application, including the 
following document(s): 
 
-  Minor Site Plan for Lake Topanemus Park Pedestrian Bridge situated in 

Freehold Township, Monmouth County, New Jersey, consisting of 5 sheets, 
prepared by William T. Wentzien, PE, PP, CME of Abbington Engineering, LLC, 
dated 1/18/18. 

 
Project Description 
 
The Borough of Freehold has submitted a capital project review in conjunction with a 
proposal to construct a 4-foot wide, 100-foot long pedestrian bridge adjacent to Pond 
Road on the western side of Lake Topanemus in order to provide pedestrian access 
between the park area on the north side of the lake and the south side of the lake. 
Presently, there is no safe pedestrian access from the park to the south side along 
Pond Road, which does not have a sidewalk.   
 
The bridge is proposed to be constructed of unpainted weathering steel with wood 
decking. It would be delivered to the site in one piece and installed upon poured 
concrete footings. Handrails measuring 42 inches in height are proposed along the 
length of the pedestrian bridge. The application materials indicate that the bridge 
would be designed to be ADA-compliant with ADA-approved ramp grading and 
concrete landing pads on each side of the bridge leading to crushed stone walkways 
that would connect to existing pedestrian paths.   
 
The bridge is proposed to be located on the eastern side of Pond Road and would 
cross the lake where it meets McGellairds Brook. Lake Topanemus Park measures 
approximately 70 acres in area and is owned by the Borough of Freehold and 
managed via the Lake Topanemus Commission, which contains representatives from 
the Township and the Borough of Freehold. Land uses in the vicinity of the park 
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include single-family residential, publicly-owned open space, and community uses 
such as Applegate Elementary School. 
 
Zoning Compliance & Planning Comments 
 
1. The purpose of the R-120 Residential Zone is to permit low-intensity development 

within the Lake Topanemus Watershed Area in order to minimize stormwater 
runoff and subsurface drainage pollution in accordance with the requirements of 
the Lake Topanemus Watershed Conservation District requirements. Public parks 
are a permitted use in this zone.  
 

2. Testimony should be provided regarding whether there will be any stormwater or 
drainage impacts associated with the proposed pedestrian bridge, and if so, how 
they would be mitigated. We defer further to the Township Engineer regarding 
stormwater and drainage concerns. 
 

 
We trust that the above information is responsive to your needs. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
_________________________ 
Paul A. Phillips, P.P., AICP 
 
 
cc: Frank Accisano, Board Attorney 
 Timothy P. White, P.E., Township Engineer 
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